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ABSTRACT – The emergence of religion in 
Barbados is inextricably linked to British 
colonization of the island in the 17th century. 
Therefore, the socio-political, and economic 
conditions, which dictated how the religious 
beliefs and ceremonies of British and Irish 
citizens were experienced, transferred to the 
increasingly diverse population in Barbados. 
This paper assesses the development of 
Anglicanism and Catholicism in the colony. It 
also examines the methods used by the 
Protestant, Barbadian planter class to control 
the religious and social practices of Catholics. 
Consideration is also given to the experiences 
of Irish Catholics who came voluntarily or were 
exiled to Barbados.

 

Join us for the 2021 lecture series 
“Fighting for Souls: Spirituality 
and Religion in Barbados” as we 
explore the history, development 
and context of religions in Barbados.

Judaism in Barbados from the 17th Century 
DR KARL WATSON - MAY 19TH 2021
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Facebook live @barbadosmuseum
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