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GENDERING THE LITERACY CLASSROOM: TEACHERS’ BELIEFS AND
PRACTICE

Tennisha Morris*
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Abstract: This paper examines the way in which teachers’ beliefs about gender emerge in the
literacy classroom, and how these beliefs inform their teaching practices. The paper provides an
entry point into exploring and understanding the messages, perceptions and practices that
inform unspoken gender rules and the implications these have on literacy learners. The study on
which this paper is based was conducted over a period of 21 months with 11 teachers in a
primary school in Barbados. Data was collected through semi-structured interviews and
observations and analysed through a socio-cultural lens. Data was presented through
descriptive prose. The findings show that teachers’ beliefs about gender influence how they think
about literacy and the practices they employ in the literacy classroom. The findings also indicate
that teachers believe that boys and girls learn differently but that this belief was not considered
during formal literacy lessons. The study contributes a new perspective in the investigation of
gender in the literacy classroom. It moves beyond a comparison of the test scores of boys and
girls and examines how beliefs about gender emerge and influence what happens in the literacy
classroom.
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