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De-constructing Positionality in Academic Writing: A Reflexive Journey into
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This article discusses the value of exploring positionality in academic writing from a ‘de-
constructive’ standpoint. It commences with an explanation of the concept of de-
constructing positionality and the relationship between this and the textual reporting of
research. Throughout the article, emphasis is placed on viewing academic writing as a
reflexive, critical process that intentionally exposes the researcher’s philosophical stance;
this is linked to the concept of ‘voice’ and its relevance to educational and social issues.
The discussion also includes reference to the author’s personal journey into ‘de-
constructing’ positionality as a doctoral student conducting/ ‘writing-up’ “A Narrative
Inquiry into Experiences and Perceptions of Creative Education in Caribbean/OAS
Contexts”. The argument then shifts to highlighting the influence of positionality on the
textual reporting of the researcher’s methodological approach. Finally, the article
discusses ‘de-constructing’ positionality in academic writing as an ethical concern. This
forms part of an overall effort to substantiate the case for ‘de-constructing’ positionality
in academic writing as a reflexive journey into ‘voice’.

Keywords: Positionality, ‘de-construction’, reflexivity, ethics, values, voice

Email; edpl2jdj@sheffield.ac.uk

ISSN 1727-5512
©School of Education, The University of the West Indies Cave Hill Campus
http://www.cavehill.uwi.edu/fhe/hum/publications/EducationCERJ.htm


mailto:edp12jdj@sheffield.ac.uk

References

Allies, L. (1999). Positionality in life history. Retrieved from:
http://www.leeds.ac.uk/educol/documents/00001204.htm

Balkin, J. (1996). Deconstruction. Retrieved from:
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/jbalkin/articles/deconessay.pdf

Barrow, D. (2011). Professional education development in the context of Tobago: Teachers’
concerns with change. Caribbean Curriculum, 18, 43-67.

Becker, H. (1998). Tricks of the trade: how to think about your research while doing it. Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press.

Becker, H. (1967). Whose side are we on? Social Problems, 14(3), 239. Retrieved from
www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/799147?iud=2129&uid=2&uid=70&iud=4&sid=
2110106

Briggs, C. (2003). A sociolinguistic appraisal of the role of the interview in social science
research. Retrieved from http://catdir/samples/cam034/85029153pdf

Bourke, B. (2014). Positionality: Reflecting on the research process. The Qualitative Report
19(33), 1-9. Retrieved from http://nsuworks.nova.edu/tqr/vol19/iss33/3

Burke, A. & Innes, P. (2007). Interviews as a methodology for performance research. Retrieved
from: www2.open.ac.uk/ClassicalStudies/GreekPlays/essays/burkeinterviews

Carter, S., Little, M. (2007). Justifying knowledge, justifying method, taking action:
Epistemologies, methodologies, and methods in qualitative research. Qualitative Health
Research, 17(10), 1316-1328. Retrieved from http://ghr.sagepub.com/content/17/10/1316

Craft, A., Jeffrey, B., & Leibling, M. (Eds.). (2001). Creativity in education. London: Continuum.

Cunliffe, A. (2003). Reflexive Inquiry in Organizational Research: Questions and Possibilities.
Human Relations, 56 (8) Retrieved from
http://journals.ohiolink.edu/ejc/search.cgi?q=authorExact:%22Cunliffe%2C%?2.
0ANN%?20L.%22

De Beer, J., Petersen, N. & Dunbar-Krige, H. (2012). An exploration of the value of an educational
excursion for pre-service teachers. Journal of Curriculum Studies, 44(1), 3-9. UK: Taylor
& Francis.

Denzin, N. (in press). A relational ethic for narrative inquiry, or in the forest but lost in the trees, or a one-
act play with many endings. Urbana-Champaign: University of lllinois.

Denzin, N. & Lincoln, Y. (Eds.). (2005). The Sage handbook of qualitative research (3" ed.).
Thousand Oaks, California: Sage Publications Inc.

Derrida, J., & Caputo, J. D. (1997). Deconstruction in a nutshell: A conversation with Jacques
Derrida. Retrieved from
http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0LEV]|C.r.hWiKwAZmkPxQt.; ylu=X30DMTByb2hla
jk3BHNIYWNzcgRwWh3MDOAR]jb2xvA2IMMQR2dGIKAW/RV=2/RE=1458118719/RO
=10/RU=http%3a%2f%2ffordhampress.com%z2findex.php%?2fdeconstruction-in-a-
nutshe-cloth.html/RK=0/RS=Cms68FG68x2kNxvC7.XTKgL zpNo-

Eurich, N. & Toffler, A. (Ed.) (1974). The humanities face tomorrow. In A. Toffler (Ed.), Learning
for tomorrow: The role of the future in education. New York: Vintage Books.

Freire, P. (1996). Pedagogy of the oppressed. London, England: Penguin Books.

Freire, P. (1973). Education as the practice of freedom. London: Writers and Readers Publishing
Cooperative.



http://www.leeds.ac.uk/educol/documents/00001204.htm
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/jbalkin/articles/deconessay.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/799147?iud=2129&uid=2&uid=70&iud=4&sid=%092110106
http://www.jstor.org/discover/10.2307/799147?iud=2129&uid=2&uid=70&iud=4&sid=%092110106
http://catdir/samples/cam034/85029153pdf
http://nsuworks.nova.edu/tqr/vol19/iss33/3
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/17/10/1316
http://journals.ohiolink.edu/ejc/search.cgi?q=authorExact:%22Cunliffe%2C%252.%20%20%090Ann%20L.%22
http://journals.ohiolink.edu/ejc/search.cgi?q=authorExact:%22Cunliffe%2C%252.%20%20%090Ann%20L.%22
http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0LEVjC.r.hWiKwAZmkPxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTByb2h1ajk3BHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDOARjb2xvA2JmMQR2dGlkAw/RV=2/RE=1458118719/RO=10/RU=http%3a%2f%2ffordhampress.com%2findex.php%2fdeconstruction-in-a-nutshe-cloth.html/RK=0/RS=Cms68FG68x2kNxvC7.XTKgLzpNo-
http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0LEVjC.r.hWiKwAZmkPxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTByb2h1ajk3BHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDOARjb2xvA2JmMQR2dGlkAw/RV=2/RE=1458118719/RO=10/RU=http%3a%2f%2ffordhampress.com%2findex.php%2fdeconstruction-in-a-nutshe-cloth.html/RK=0/RS=Cms68FG68x2kNxvC7.XTKgLzpNo-
http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0LEVjC.r.hWiKwAZmkPxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTByb2h1ajk3BHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDOARjb2xvA2JmMQR2dGlkAw/RV=2/RE=1458118719/RO=10/RU=http%3a%2f%2ffordhampress.com%2findex.php%2fdeconstruction-in-a-nutshe-cloth.html/RK=0/RS=Cms68FG68x2kNxvC7.XTKgLzpNo-
http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0LEVjC.r.hWiKwAZmkPxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTByb2h1ajk3BHNlYwNzcgRwb3MDOARjb2xvA2JmMQR2dGlkAw/RV=2/RE=1458118719/RO=10/RU=http%3a%2f%2ffordhampress.com%2findex.php%2fdeconstruction-in-a-nutshe-cloth.html/RK=0/RS=Cms68FG68x2kNxvC7.XTKgLzpNo-

Gough, N. (2012). Complicity: Complexity, complexity reduction and ‘methodological
borrowing’ in educational inquiry. An International Journal of Complexity and Education,
9(1), 41-56.

Greenbank, P. (2003). The role of values in educational research: The case for reflexivity. British
Educational Research Journal, 29(6), 791-801.

Halasz, G. (2003). Comparative challenges. In Pedagogy, Culture & Society, 11(2), 307. UK:
Triangle.

Hall, K. & Benn, D. (Eds.) (2000). Contending with destiny: the Caribbean in the 21% century.
Kingston: lan Randle Publishers.

Higgs, P. (2002). Deconstruction and re-thinking education. South African Journal of Education,
22 (3), 170. Retrieved from
http://www.google.tt/search?g=Deconstruction+and+rethinking+education+Philip+Higgs
&oqg=Deconstruction+and+re-
thinking+education+Philip+Higgs&sugexp=chrome,mod=17&sourceid=chrome&ie=UT
F-8

Hlebowitsh, P. (2012). A schwabian perspective on teaching. Journal of Curriculum Studies, 44
(1), 3-9, UK: Taylor & Francis.

Hopkins, P. (1993). Positionalities and knowledge: Negotiating ethics in practice. ACME: An
International E-journal for Critical Geographies, 6(3), 386-387. Retrieved from
http://acme-journal.org/index.php/acme/article/view/787/0

Huberman, M. & Miles, M. (Eds.) (2002). The qualitative research companion. California:
Sage Publications.

Janesick, V. (2003). The Choreography of Qualitative research design: Minuets, improvisations,
and crystallization. In N. Denzin & Y. Lincoln (Eds.) (2003). Strategies of Qualitative
Inquiry, (2"%d.) (pp. 46-79). London: Sage Publications Inc.

Lauder, H., Brown, P., Dillabough, J. & Halsey, A. (Eds.). (2006). Education, globalization
& social change. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Litchman, M. (2010). Qualitative research in education: A user’s guide. (2" ed.). Los Angeles:
Sage.

MccCaffrey, G., Raffin-Bouchal, S., & Moules, N. (2012). Hermeneutics as research approach: A
reappraisal. International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 11(3), 16, 73, 215-219, 912.

Morrison, K. (1998). Management theories for educational change. London: Paul Chapman
Publishing Ltd.

Moore, R. (2006). Structure of pedagogic discourse. In H. Lauder, P. Brown, J. Dillabough, J. &
A. Halsey (Eds.) Education, globalization & social change (p. 753). Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Muhammad, M.,Wallerstein, N., Sussman, A., Avila, M. Belone, L., & Duran, B. (2014).
Reflections on researcher identity and power: The impact of positionality on community
based participatory research (CBPR) processes and outcomes. Retrieved from
http://www.aihec.org/our-
stories/docs/BehavioralHealth/ReflectionsOnResearcherldentityAndPower-
ImpactOfPositionalityOnCBPR.pdf

Neave, G. (1979). Equality and Educational Opportunity: Some Lessons from Western Europe. In
D. Rubinstein (Ed.) (1979), Education and equality. Middlesex, England: Penguin, p. 240.



http://www.google.tt/search?q=Deconstruction+and+rethinking+education+Philip+Higgs&oq=Deconstruction+and+re-thinking+education+Philip+Higgs&sugexp=chrome,mod=17&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.google.tt/search?q=Deconstruction+and+rethinking+education+Philip+Higgs&oq=Deconstruction+and+re-thinking+education+Philip+Higgs&sugexp=chrome,mod=17&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.google.tt/search?q=Deconstruction+and+rethinking+education+Philip+Higgs&oq=Deconstruction+and+re-thinking+education+Philip+Higgs&sugexp=chrome,mod=17&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://www.google.tt/search?q=Deconstruction+and+rethinking+education+Philip+Higgs&oq=Deconstruction+and+re-thinking+education+Philip+Higgs&sugexp=chrome,mod=17&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
http://acme-journal.org/index.php/acme/article/view/787/0
http://www.aihec.org/our-stories/docs/BehavioralHealth/ReflectionsOnResearcherIdentityAndPower-ImpactOfPositionalityOnCBPR.pdf
http://www.aihec.org/our-stories/docs/BehavioralHealth/ReflectionsOnResearcherIdentityAndPower-ImpactOfPositionalityOnCBPR.pdf
http://www.aihec.org/our-stories/docs/BehavioralHealth/ReflectionsOnResearcherIdentityAndPower-ImpactOfPositionalityOnCBPR.pdf

Neckles, T. (2013). Physical education in Trinidad and Tobago: Dilemmas of and opportunities
for movement across a contested field. Unpublished Doctoral thesis. University of
Sheffield.

Nettleford, R. (2009). Decolonizing the spirit: The work of the creative imagination. Museum
International, 61, 37-41. Retrieved from
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/].1468-0033.2010.01705.x/abstract

Owens, J. (2015). Can popular youth music and media be a culturally-informative approach to
address health education, media literacy and diversity in schools? Journal of Education &
Social Policy, 2. Retrieved October 2015 from http://jespnet.com/journals/Vol_2 No 4
/11.pdf

Oxford Dictionaries (2012). Oxford University Press:

http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/value

Plowright, D. & Barr, G. (2012). An Integrated professionalism in further education: A time for
phronesis? Journal of Further and Higher Education, 36(1).
doi.org/10.1080/0309877X.2011.590584

Priestly, M., Edwards, M., Priestly, A. & Miller, K. (2012). Teacher agency in curriculum making:
Agents of change and spaces for manoeuvre. Curriculum Inquiry, 42(2), 193-194.

Pring, R. (2003). Philosophy of educational research. London, UK: Continuum.

Randall, E., Cooper, B., & Hite, S. (1999). Understanding the politics of research in education. In
B. Cooper & E. Randall (Eds.), Accuracy or advocacy, 13(1), 7-22.

Richardson, L. and St. Pierre, E. (2008). Writing: A method of inquiry. In: Denzin, N., & Lincoln,
Y. (Eds.). Collecting and Interpreting Qualitative Materials. Retrieved from
https://books.google.tt/books?hl=en&Ir=&id=0cGxhJEMfOKkC&0i=fnd&pg=PA473&dq=
writing+as+a+method+of+inquiry&ots=tdUbhdzfw5&sig=bMdrFejtN_TMc2IlUDWTko
B_XMPM&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=writing%20as%20a%20method%200f%20inqui
ry&f=false.

Robinson, K. (1999). All our futures: creativity, culture and education. UK, National Advisory
Committee on  Creative and  Cultural  Education.  Retrieved  from
http://sirkenrobinson.com/pdf/allourfutures.pdf

Saunders, M., Lewis, P. and Thornhill, A. (2009). Research methods for business students (5"ed.)
Harlow, England: FT Prentice Hall.

Schostak, John & Schostak, Jill (2008). Radical research: designing, developing and writing
research to make a difference. New York: Routledge.

Sikes, P. (2010). The ethics of writing life histories and narratives in educational research. In
Bathmaker, A. & Harnett, P. (Eds.) Exploring Learning, Identity and Power Through Life
History and Narrative Research (pp. 1-12). London: Routledge/Falmer.

Sikes, P. (2004). Methodology, Procedures and Ethical Concerns. In Hyatt, Opie, C. with Sikes,
P., Hyatt, D., Scaife, J., Bathmaker, AM., & Pomerantz, P. (2004). Doing Educational
Research (pp. 58-72). London: Sage.

Stern, B. (1996). Textual analysis in advertising research: Construction and deconstruction of
meanings. Journal of Advertising, 25(3), 61-73. Retrieved from
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4189012.

Sultana, F. (2007). Reflexivity, positionality and participatory ethics: negotiating fieldwork
dilemmas in international research. ACME: An International E-Journal for Critical
Geographies, 6(3), 374-385.



http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1468-0033.2010.01705.x/abstract
http://jespnet.com/journals/Vol_2_No_4_October_2015/11.pdf
http://jespnet.com/journals/Vol_2_No_4_October_2015/11.pdf
http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/value
https://books.google.tt/books?hl=en&lr=&id=ocGxhJEMf0kC&oi=fnd&pg=PA473&dq=writing+as+a+method+of+inquiry&ots=tdUbhdzfw5&sig=bMdrFejtN_TMc2IUDWTkoB_XMPM&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=writing%20as%20a%20method%20of%20inquiry&f=false
https://books.google.tt/books?hl=en&lr=&id=ocGxhJEMf0kC&oi=fnd&pg=PA473&dq=writing+as+a+method+of+inquiry&ots=tdUbhdzfw5&sig=bMdrFejtN_TMc2IUDWTkoB_XMPM&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=writing%20as%20a%20method%20of%20inquiry&f=false
https://books.google.tt/books?hl=en&lr=&id=ocGxhJEMf0kC&oi=fnd&pg=PA473&dq=writing+as+a+method+of+inquiry&ots=tdUbhdzfw5&sig=bMdrFejtN_TMc2IUDWTkoB_XMPM&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=writing%20as%20a%20method%20of%20inquiry&f=false
https://books.google.tt/books?hl=en&lr=&id=ocGxhJEMf0kC&oi=fnd&pg=PA473&dq=writing+as+a+method+of+inquiry&ots=tdUbhdzfw5&sig=bMdrFejtN_TMc2IUDWTkoB_XMPM&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=writing%20as%20a%20method%20of%20inquiry&f=false
http://sirkenrobinson.com/pdf/allourfutures.pdf
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4189012

Tansey, O. (2007). Process tracing and elite interviewing: A case for non-probability sampling.
PS: Political Science and Politics, 40(4), 765-772.

Williams, J. (2012). Where’s the learning in lifelong participation? Journal of Further and Higher
Education, 36(1), 95-107. doi:10.1080/0309877x.2011.596197

Young, B. (2012). Positioning in the context of adult learning and participation: an interpretive
biographical study. Sage Open, 2(2). do0i:10.1177/2158244012444113



