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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR DATA SHARING 
 

 

1. AGREEMENT OVERVIEW 

 

1.1 Parties 

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is entered into this ______ day of 

__________________, 20______, by and between the Centre for Resource Management and 

Environmental Studies (University of the West Indies), hereinafter referred to as CERMES, 

and____________________________________, hereinafter referred to as _________________. 

 

1.2 Purpose 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. DATA CONTENT, RIGHTS AND RESTRICTIONS 

 

2.1 Description of Data to be Shared 

Title:_________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

Content:______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Data coverage:_________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

Data timeliness:________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Data format:__________________________________________________________________  

Data owner:___________________________________________________________________ 

Data custodian:________________________________________________________________ 

Data publisher:________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.2 Ownership of Data 

This MOU does not grant any ownership rights or change existing ownership rights to any of the 

data provided under this MOU by the Data Owner. The Parties shall retain all rights and 

ownership of their existing intellectual property that is relevant to this MOU.  

 

2.3. Use and Distribution of the Data 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

License (see Appendices):  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.4 Limited Warranties and Disclaimers 

The data are provided on an 'as is' basis. ________________ makes no warranties, representation 

or guarantees to CERMES or third parties (users), either expressed or implied, as to the accuracy, 

completeness, currency, effectiveness, uninterrupted access, or fitness for a particular purpose of 

the data. ________________ neither accepts nor assumes any liability for any incorrect, 

incomplete or misleading data provided pursuant to this MOU. 

 

CERMES, nor its employees or contractors, neither accepts nor assumes any liability for the data 

contents or their use; or for any inferences, judgments, or decisions resulting from use of the 



 

3 

 

data; or for any loss, damage, claim, cost or expense however it may arise, from an inability to 

use the data. 

 

3. AGREEMENT ADMINISTRATION 

 

3.1 Legal Framework 

This is a voluntary non-binding agreement between CERMES and ____________.  Nothing in 

this MOU obligates either partner to any specific expenditure or to any specific actions. Nothing 

in this MOU should be read to alter the scope and application of Intellectual Property Rights as 

determined under relevant national laws and regulations of the Participants. This MOU does not 

fulfill any international or national reporting requirements and participation does not supersede 

any data or information management and reporting requirements of any grant, contract, or other 

agreement. 

 

3.2 Period of Agreement 

This MOU becomes effective on the date of signatures by both partners and will continue in 

effect unless modified by mutual consent of both parties.  

 

3.3 Amendments to the MOU 

The MOU will be amended or revised as needed if agreeable to both parties. Amendments will 

be made in writing and signed by authorized staff.   

 

3.4 Termination of the MOU 

Each Party may, upon 30 days’ written notice given to the other Party, terminate this MOU in 

whole or in part in the event that they, or the other party, become unable to fulfil their obligations 

under the terms of this MOU. Should a Party become unable to fulfil its obligations, a 

collaborative effort between both will be made to explore if alternative methods might be 

possible in the spirit of collaboration and cooperation. 
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3.5 Financial Arrangements 

CERMES and _____________. have entered into this MOU voluntarily and with full knowledge 

of the costs associated with meeting the responsibilities outlined by the MOU.  Each party will 

be responsible for securing and allocating the resources needed to ensure successful sharing of 

data between their respective information systems.   

 

3.6 Point of Contacts 

The following individuals have been identified as points of contacts to support the partner 

agencies and the efforts outlined in this Agreement: 

 

Centre for Resource Management and Environmental Studies (CERMES) 

Professor Hazel Oxenford: hazel.oxenford@cavehill.uwi.edu, (246) 417-4571 

______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.7 Approval Signatures 

The following individuals have been identified as points of contacts within each partner agency. 

 

The Parties by their duly authorized representatives, sign this MOU in duplicate; with each Party 

receiving one of the signed originals hereof. 

 

Authorized CERMES Party    Authorized ______________ Party 

 

_____________________________    ______________________________ 
Signature       Signature 

 

_____________________________    ______________________________ 

Name        Name 

 

_____________________________    ______________________________ 

Title        Title 

 

_____________________________    ______________________________ 

Date        Date
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4. DEFINITIONS 

 

• Data: information collected to be examined and considered and used to help decision-

making 

• Dataset: a collection of related sets of information that is composed of separate elements 

but can be manipulated as a unit by a computer 

• Data Owner: the legal entity possessing the rights to the datasets resulting from the act 

of creating the datasets 

• Data Custodian: the named resource from one of the Parties with responsibility for 

managing and maintaining the datasets (may or may not be the data owner) 

• Data Publisher: a custodian of data making it technically available (may or may not be 

the data owner) 

• Metadata: information that describes the characteristics of, and provide more 

information about the data 

• Sensitive data: any data that the data owner or data publisher does not want to make 

available 

• Intellectual Property: Creative ideas and expressions of the human mind that possess 

commercial value and receive the legal protection of a property right. The major legal 

mechanisms for protecting intellectual property rights are copyrights, patents, and 

trademarks. Intellectual property rights enable owners to select who may access and use 

their property, and to protect it from unauthorized use 
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Appendix I - Creative Commons Universal License (CC0 1.0) 

 

Summary 

The person who associated a work with this deed has dedicated the work to the public domain by 

waiving all of his or her rights to the work worldwide under copyright law, including all related 

and neighboring rights, to the extent allowed by law. 

 

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial purposes, all 

without asking permission. See Other Information below. 

 

• In no way are the patent or trademark rights of any person affected by CC0, nor are the 

rights that other persons may have in the work or in how the work is used, such as 

publicity or privacy rights. 

• Unless expressly stated otherwise, the person who associated a work with this deed 

makes no warranties about the work, and disclaims liability for all uses of the work, to 

the fullest extent permitted by applicable law. 

• When using or citing the work, you should not imply endorsement by the author or the 

affirmer. 

 

See https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode for Legal Code.
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Appendix II - Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0) 

 

Summary 

 

 

You are free to: 

 

Share: copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format  

 

Adapt:  remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. 

 

The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. 

 

Under the following terms: 

 

Attribution: You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if 

changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests 

the licensor endorses you or your use. 

 

No additional restrictions: You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally 

restrict others from doing anything the license permits. 

 

Notices: 

 

You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or 

where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation. 

 

No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your 

intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how 

you use the material. 

 

See https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode for Legal Code. 


