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Garcia and others (2003) trace the history of the concept. 
They note that EAF was defined by Ward and others (2002) 
as “an extension of conventional fisheries management 
recognizing more explicitly the interdependence between 
human well-being and ecosystem health and the need to 
maintain ecosystems productivity for present and future 
generations, e.g. conserving critical habitats, reducing 
pollution and degradation, minimizing waste, protecting 
endangered species”. They cite the Reykjavik FAO Expert 
Consultation (FAO 2003) as agreeing that the “purpose of an 
ecosystem approach to fisheries is to plan, develop and 
manage fisheries in a manner that addresses the multiplicity 
of societal needs and desires, without jeopardizing the 
options for future generations to benefit from a full range of 
goods and services provided by marine ecosystems”. 

The FAO definition of an ecosystem approach to fisheries is 
one that “strives to balance diverse societal objectives, by 
taking account of the knowledge and uncertainties about 
biotic, abiotic and human components of ecosystems and 
their interactions and applying an integrated approach to 
fisheries within ecologically meaningful boundaries” 
(Garcia and others 2003). 

The EAF adds the ecosystem to fisheries, which is the current 
trend in the Caribbean compared to approaches based more 
upon biodiversity conservation, such as ecosystem-based 
management (EBM), that may add fisheries to the ecosystem.  

Connecting EAF to the Code of Conduct 
for Responsible Fisheries (CCRF) 
Another compelling reason for preferring the EAF concept 
and definition is that it also links back to the 1995 Code of 
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (CCRF). The CCRF has 
been incorporated into the fisheries management plans (FMP) 
of most CRFM Member States as part of the regional process 
of FMP harmonisation. Extracts from the Code constitute the 
guiding principles of these national FMPs. Furthermore, the 
Code is also incorporated into the draft agreement to establish 
the Common Fisheries Policy, currently under negotiation. A 
strong link through the Code to the EAF via several regional 
and international statements and instruments is an asset to 
multi-level fisheries policy. This assists the scaling of policy 
both upwards and downwards.    
 
Keeping current with EAF is made easy 
For fisheries organisations and SIDS with limited capacity 
another appealing feature of EAF as the basis for policy is the 
ability to keep up with current thinking easily through FAO 
publications on the topic. The FAO has published a number 
of technical and non-technical documents in support of EAF. 

Most fisheries organisations in the Caribbean can obtain FAO 
publications at little or no cost. Language and presentation of 
information is often geared to fisheries managers and fishery 
resource users. Recent documents such as De Young (2008) 
have also focused on the human dimensions of EAF which 
are especially important for our small-scale fisheries (SSF). 

 
Publications on the Code and EAF are easy to obtain and use 
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This policy brief is an output of the CERMES project on 
Marine resource governance in the eastern Caribbean (the 
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of a grant from the International Development Research 
Centre (IDRC), Ottawa, Canada. The views expressed are 
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of the IDRC. The material in this publication may be freely 
reproduced provided suitable credit is given. Additional 
information on MarGov is available on CERMES’ web site. 
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