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Persuasion and Attitudes towards Male Homosexuality in a University Caribbean Sample
By Derek Chadee, Dionne Brewster, Sarah Lisa Subhan, Diahann Palmer, Ashlee De Gannes, Donna
Knott, Joni Lee Pow and Jannel Philip
The literature on male homosexuality in the Caribbean has been limited. Even more limited in the
Caribbean is published social psychological research in this area. This study attempts to address this gap.
Informed by the elaboration likelihood model, male university participants (n=200) were assigned to one
of four conditions in a four group experimental design - a baseline condition or one of three persuasive
conditions: reading only condition, read and summarise condition and self-generation condition Attitudes
towards homosexuality were measured using the Kite and LaMar (1998) scale. The results indicated that
there was significant positive change in attitudes for participants in the summarising condition. The
results are discussed in the context of the elaboration likelihood model.
Key words: social psychology, attitudes, homosexuality, persuasion.
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An Empirical Analysis into CARICOM’s Pattern of Merchandise Trade
By Jeetendra Khadan and Roger Hosein
This paper proposes a modified gravity model based on the natural trading partner theory to assess the
role of trade complementarity on CARICOM’s international trade. The findings show that intraCARICOM trade is increasing (marginally) in an environment characterised by rising trade structure
complementarities (albeit low) while extra-CARICOM trade is increasing with declining trade structure
complementarities. In particular, extra-CARICOM trade is strongly influenced by trade preferences in the
European Union (EU), Canada and the United States of America (USA). This raises an important concern
for policy makers as the region has started to negotiate Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) with their former
preference donors.
Key words: trade complementarity, modified gravity model, panel data, preferential trade agreements.
Pages: 22-48.

Lending Behaviour in Different Credit Rationing Environs; a Regime Switching Model for
Barbados
By Roland Craigwell and Donna Kaidou-Jeffrey
This paper uses a regime-switching model to assess total and sectoral commercial bank lending in
environments of credit rationing and non-credit rationing in Barbados. The results indicate that in a credit
rationed regime banks reduce lending. The periods of credit rationing that were determined coincide with
both domestic and global recessions, highlighting that during periods of uncertainty banks in Barbados
appear to be risk averse and exercise caution in their lending behaviour. All the economic sectors are
affected by the state of rationing except entertainment and catering, statutory bodies and professional
services.

Key words: Regime-switching model, credit rationing, non-credit rationed regimes versus credit rationed
regimes.
Pages: 49-73.

COMMENTARY
Reflections on the ‘Nettlefordian’ Influence on Trade Unionism
By Donald Roberts
The span of Rex Nettleford’s contribution to academic and social life is connected by a common
philosophical creed that personifies the ordinary man and recognises the significance of labour in the
development of a society and the shaping of its normative social, economic, political and cultural values.
This, in a real sense, delineates a kind of ‘Nettlefordian doctrine’ which explains the umbilical link
between trade unionism and the nationalist movement in Jamaica and indeed the Caribbean in earlier
years. With the advent of globalisation and its impact on the labour market, the essay attempts to
resurrect Nettleford’s central theme to an understanding of the urgent need for trade union reinvention,
rooted in the strategic importance of the centrality of the labouring class, and the preservation of its
cultural sensibilities.
Key words: trade unions, labour, culture, pluralism, industrial relations.
Pages: 74-83.
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Deconstructing the Barbados Agricultural Policy Process, Convergence and Divergence between
Government and Small Farmers
By Ronnie E. Brathwaite and Yonggong Liu
Agricultural policy is a government-driven institutional instrument used for promoting agricultural
development by regulating the behaviour and interest interfaces between different stakeholders.
Barbadian agricultural policy sets the stage on which agricultural stakeholders perform, and small farmers
by far represent the largest group of agricultural stakeholders in Barbados. Good policymaking includes a
scientific basis for action, and sustainable policy solutions with the involvement of stakeholders.
Examination of the agricultural policy process in Barbados bears out some of these features but
insufficient use of empirical data or stakeholder inclusion at times resulted in policies that were out of
sync with farmers’ needs.
Key words: Barbados, policymaking, agriculture, stakeholder participation, small farmers.
Pages: 1-23.

Querying Top-Down, Bottom-Up Implementation Guidelines: Education Policy Implementation in
Jamaica
By Winsome Chunnu-Brayda
This study was conducted in two Jamaican parishes: Kingston and St. Thomas. Designed as a case study,
the research explores top-down and bottom-up implementation approaches, as well as political model
theory. What efforts make programs succeed, and what problems make them fail? The study concludes by
highlighting five major findings and suggestions for policy implementation.
Key words: Policy Evaluation; Jamaican Education; Policy Analysis; Political Model; Implementation
Framework; Policy Diffusion; Politics.
Pages: 24-45.

On Growth Diagnostics and Grenada
By Kari H. Grenade
The purpose of this study is to determine the binding constraints on economic growth in Grenada and the
attendant policy priorities. Using the Growth Diagnostics Methodology, the study finds that poor quality
of human capital, high cost of business operations, weak regulatory and institutional support for business
activity, and low self discovery are the most binding constraints on economic growth in Grenada. By
identifying the binding constraints on economic growth and proposing targeted corrective policies, this
study has the potential to influence and improve public policy to boost and sustain growth.
Key words: Growth diagnostics, Grenada, binding constraints.
JEL Codes: O54.
Pages: 46-83.
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REDjet Airborne: Policy Implications for Intra-Regional Travel, Air Transport and Caribbean
Tourism Development
By Wayne Soverall
The bold initiative of REDjet to establish a low-cost carrier (LCC) in the Caribbean immediately captured
the public’s attention because it literally meant that everyone could afford to fly. First, it represented,
perhaps, the best opportunity to date to transform tourism’s outdated legislative and regulatory framework
to facilitate genuine competition. Second, and more importantly, the low cost air fares generated an
immediate ‘REDjet effect’ by stimulating a significant increase in intra-regional travel which had steadily
declined by over 25% since 2005. Third, for too long, the regulatory framework has failed to keep pace
with the demands of the travelling public for lower air fares and innovative changes that were needed to
revitalise Caribbean tourism development. Fourth, REDjet’s innovative business model needed support
as the first designated carrier of Barbados and the new flagship of the Caribbean’s travel and tourism
industry.

Fifth, it was no secret that intra-regional travel in the Caribbean has been adversely affected by a lack of
competition in general and, the high cost of air fares in particular, yet very little policy action had been
taken to reverse this situation. Sixth, although regional tourism accounted for 18% of GDP and 34% of
employment, a lack of airlift remained a major challenge for Caribbean governments, especially Barbados
which is among the top ten countries in the world that are most dependent on tourism for its economic
survival. This exploratory paper therefore examines these policy issues within the context that the
Caribbean is dependent on tourism, it is the only region in the world without an LCC and, it had suffered
reductions in travel when all other regions experienced significant growth. Given these realities and the
debilitating impact of the current global economic recession, it was imperative that Caribbean
governments implemented innovative approaches that enhanced tourism development, and increased both
airlift and passenger traffic within the region by providing affordable air fares.
Key words: low-cost carrier, regulatory framework, innovative business model.
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Gathering Festival Statistics: Theoretical Platforms and their Relevance to Building a Global
Rubric
By Jo-anne Tull
The explosive growth of festivals and special events around the globe has brought into sharp focus the
need to better understand and give better account of their value to their respective host societies. Recent
approaches to culling cultural data are now generally applied to a broader spectrum of cultural
expressions including festivals; but this has also highlighted the need for greater specificity in measuring
and gathering statistics for such sub-areas of culture. The more widely accepted methods and practices for
gathering festival statistics emanate from the contemporary discourse on event evaluation. To date, there
is yet to be devised a globally accepted framework for gathering festival data. Against this backdrop, this
paper seeks to present a synthesis of the key perspectives and debates on measuring festival phenomena
and to explore the lessons to be learnt from the literature in considering the development of a global
rubric for gathering festival statistics.
Key Words: cultural statistics, festivals, festival statistics, event evaluation, festival management
Pages: 40-70.

Competitiveness of Small Hotels in Jamaica: An Exploratory Analysis
By Densil Williams, Lesley Hare
This paper reports the findings from an exploratory study into the competitiveness of small hotels in the
Hotel sector of the Tourism Industry in Jamaica. Hitherto, little academic work has focused on the
competitiveness of this group of firms, which make up a significant part of the Hotel sector in the
Tourism Industry. This study, using qualitative data and analysis techniques, seeks to fill this gap by
providing critical descriptive information on the state of competitiveness of a sample of small hotels,
drawn from the main resort areas in the country. The research revealed that the majority of small hotels
from the sample are not competitive. They generally do not show any characteristics of the major drivers
of competitiveness, such as: innovation, benchmarking, operation at international standards of quality,
leadership, knowledge of their industry, among other things. The only small hotel that had these drivers in
place is the one that has turned over the highest level of profitability - a strong measure of its
competitiveness.
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Assessing Gender Depictions in Jamaican Hotels through the lens of Entertainment Coordinators:
An application of Butler’s theory of Performativity to the study of Creative Industries
by Dalea Bean, Andrew Spencer
This paper attempts to discuss the applicability of the feminist theory of ‘performativity’ to the issue of
the work and perceptions of entertainment coordinators in hotels. Entertainment coordinators
increasingly, though perhaps unwittingly, reproduce what feminist theoriser Judith Butler and others refer
to as a stylised repetition of acts, or miming of the dominant conventions of gender. This work
investigates what these prevailing conventions of gender constitute within the space of the Jamaican hotel
industry, particularly those which rely heavily on personnel to create an enjoyable space of amusement
for guests as a crucial part of a successful entertainment product.
This paper will contrast the literature on entertainment dynamics in the hospitality industry with leading
feminist theorising on gender identity. By focusing on an area largely ignored in the research on the
Jamaican hospitality industry, this work will use a phenomenological theoretical foundation to interrogate
issues of guests’ gendered expectations of entertainment coordinators and the differences in perceptions
of the sexualities of male and female personnel in this field.
Primarily a qualitative paper based on interviews with entertainment coordinators in Jamaican hotels, this
work argues that guests’ contentment with the work of entertainment coordinators, which is critical to
their satisfaction with the hotel’s entertainment product, is directly linked to the performance of accepted
gender norms.
Key words: Entertainment coordinators, performativity, acceptable gendered behaviour, hospitality
industry
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Assessing the Potential of Diaspora Tourism
By Sherma Roberts
While there is a growing body of scholarship on transnationalism and diasporas, relatively little work is
being done in the area of diaspora tourism. Diaspora tourism therefore, is still without a clear conceptual
definition, and as a corollary, measurement remains elusive. One possible reason for this could be the
privilege that is often ascribed to the economic value of travel and tourism, where the target market has
no social ties with the destination receiving country. In this regard, diaspora tourism continues to be
relegated to the proxy of visiting friends and relatives (VFR); with this segment’s contribution seldom
being touted by destination organisations. Compounding this invisibility is that discourses around the
Caribbean diaspora in particular, have traditionally ‘been dominated by materialist interpretations of
movement….the so-called migration pushes and pulls’ (Thomas-Hope 2009: xxxvi). More recently, the
focus has been on the value of remittances generated by this segment. However, there is increasing
evidence to indicate that the growing transnational and regional circulation of people and their economic
and social relationships have become so implicated into travel and tourism, to the extent that is raises
questions around the complexities of identity, definitions of tourist, and potential contributions of this
segment beyond tourist spend.

Drawing upon secondary sources, this paper maps the contribution associated with migrant travel back to
their native home for the purpose of leisure, and as a corollary proposes related strategic imperatives that
Caribbean tourism policy and decision makers can engage in the pursuit of this segment. Central to this
discussion is an articulation of a definition of diaspora tourism.
Key words: diaspora tourism, transnationalism, visiting friends and relatives (VFR),
Pages: 115-132.

