
THE BARBADOS INDEPENDENCE NEGOTIATIONS : 
A Declassified View 

 
By 

 
Dr. Hamid Ghany 

Senior Lecturer in Political Science 
Coordinator, Constitutional Affairs and Parliamentary Studies Unit 

The University of the West Indies 
St. Augustine, Trinidad 

 
ABSTRACT 

 
 The desire of the Government of Barbados to take the island to independence 
in 1966 is better understood by the revelation of the confidential and top secret 
discussions that took place between the British Government and the Government of 
Barbados. This paper will examine declassified British Government documents that 
reveal the approach of the newly-elected Labour government of Prime Minister 
Harold Wilson to the demands of the Errol Barrow-led government of Barbados on 
the issue of independence. 
 The paper will show the private deal that was struck between Barrow and 
Wilson in order for the British Government to accede to the request of the 
Government of Barbados to grant independence.   


