
 



Foreword 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONTENTS 
    
Raymond Ramcharitar 
Untitled  1 
Villanelle  3 
12:30 Show  4 
 
Katy Gash 
Josephine 5 
 
Mark McWatt 
Mazaruni I  7 
Uncle Umberto’s Slippers  8 
 
Deanne Kennedy 
I Don’t Want A New Day  27 
Living A Lie  29 
 
Margaret Gill 
Misunderstanding 30 
 
Simon Lee 
The Comic, the Thief and the Commissioner of Police  31 
How I Lost My Camera in Havana  34 
 
Obediah Smith 
Against A Fence  37 
On A Rickety Bus In Barbados  38 
Spiders  39 
 
Jewel Fraser 
Wishing Cave  40 
 
Grace Nichols 
The First Cat  43 
Why  44 
 
Olive Senior 
Thirteen Ways of Looking at Blackbird 46 
Misreading Wallace Stevens 48 
 
Philip Nanton 
Clubs Are Trumps  50 
Migrant  51 
 
Harold Barratt 
An Offering to the Past  52 
 
 



Wendy Davies 
A Visit to the Plantation  58 
 
Wayne Jordan 
Loneliness 63 
 
Marion Bethel 
The Undertaker’s Daughter  64 
 
Brenda Simmons 
Today It Is Folding  71 
Where the Beams Cross  72 
 
Velma Pollard 
View Up Through Her  Window 73 
Portobello  74 
 
Rosemary Phillips 
Invasions 77 
 
Lorna Pilgrim 
Morning!  78 
 
Marzo Alejandra Silén 
Mother  80 
 
Sandra Morris 
There In the Brine  82 
 
Bryan Boodhoo 
Tempest In Barbados  84 
Drawing On The Earth  85 



Contributors 
 
 Harold Barratt was born in Trinidad, he is a former Professor of English at the 
University College of Cape Breton, Nova Scotia.  He has published essays on West 
Indian and Commonwealth literature in a variety of journals, and is co-editor of Frank 
Collymore’s The Man who Loved Attending Funerals and Other Stories. 
 
 Marion Bethel was born and lives in the Bahamas. Her writing has appeared in 
The Massachusetts Review, Callaloo, River City, The Caribbean Writer and other 
literary journals.  She was awarded the Casa de Las Americas Prize in 1991for her 
book of poetry, Guanahani, My Love.  In 1997, she had a fellowship in Creative Writing 
at the Bunting Institute of Harvard/Radcliffe College. 
 
 Bryan Boodhoo  completed his graduate work at the University of the West 
Indies, Cave Hill.  His work has appeared in Descant, New Authors' Journal, The 
Claremont Review, Between the Lines and Beneath the Surface.  He lives in Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada. 
 
 Wendy Davies has an MA in Poetry (University of Huddersfield, UK). She has 
worked as a teacher, an education officer (Africa Centre, London) and a freelance 
writer/editor.  She now lives in Oxford. 
 
 Jewel Fraser worked for about 12 years as a sub-editor with the Nation and 
Advocate newspapers.  She is now pursuing a degree in science at the University of 
the West Indies, out of a desire to try something different. 
 
 Katy Gash was born in 1971 and has two children  She is an active member of 
VOICES: Barbados Writers’ Collective, and will be published in the forthcoming issue 
of New York University’s literary journal, Calabash. 
 
 Wayne Jordan is a teacher of English at the St. Michael School in Barbados. 
He is currently working on completing a Master's degree in Applied Linguistics at the 
University of the West Indies, Cave Hill.  Despite a love for creative writing from an 
early age, it was only last year, while taking an undergraduate course in Creative 
Writing, that he started to take this interest seriously. 
  
 Deanne Kennedy is a writer and an artist.  Her work has been published in 
VOICES I and in five anthologies overseas. She has won several awards locally, 
including a first in prose and a second in poetry in the inaugural Ironman/Ironwoman 
competition. In 1999 she was made an International Poet of Merit in Washington, D. 
C. 
 
 Simon Lee was born in London in 1951, and has lived in Trinidad since 1987, 
where he works as a freelance writer.  He travels extensively in the Caribbean, 
covering culture, heritage and the environment for regional and international 
publications. He is writing a book on Caribbean music.    
     
 Mark McWatt was born in Guyana and is currently Professor of West Indian 
Literature at the University of the West Indies, Cave Hill, where, in addition to 
literature courses, he teaches a course in Creative Writing (Poetry). He has been 



publishing poems in anthologies and periodicals for many years and has two 
published collections: Interiors (1989) and The Language of Eldorado (1994). He is 
working on a new volume of poetry and a first collection of short stories.  
 
 Sandra Morris is a freelance journalist and editor, and Co-ordinator and 
Webmistress of VOICES: Barbados writers Collective.  Her work has been published 
locally and internationally, including in Calabash, New York University’s literary 
annual.  Performances include Poetry & Jazz 2000 (piece to be included on 
compilation CD).   
 
 Velma Pollard lecturers in Language Education at the West Indies, Mona.  She 
has published poems and stories in regional and international journals and 
anthologies, as well as a novel, two collections of short fiction and two books of poetry. 
 
 Philip Nanton is a Vincentian who has recently returned to the Caribbean after 
many years in England.  He is engaged in editing an introduction to the work of Frank 
Collymore for the Literary Endowment fund of the Barbados Central Bank, named 
after Collymore. His poetry has been published in a number of journals and Caribbean 
anthologies in Britain, and he has made radio programmes on aspects of Caribbean 
culture for the BBC. 
 
 Lorna Pilgrim was born in Trinidad of Barbadian parentage. In 1987, her story, 
Soul in Siege, won third prize in a national competition. In 1988, Soul-Mate won the 
Cedar’s Prize for Excellence in Contemporary Poetry. Jesus Christ is her Muse. She is 
a part-time lecturer at U.W.I., St. Augustine. 
 
 Rosemary Phillips is a Barbadian and is studying French at the University of 
the West Indies, Cave Hill.  She has been writing poetry since her school days and has 
two collections ME and Mind’s Eye  
 
 Raymond Ramcharitar is a journalist and creative writer who lives and works 
in Trinidad.  He is at present on a writing programme at a U.S. university. 
 
 Marzo Alejandra Silén was born in California, but raised in her own country, 
Puerto Rico.  She has participated in writing workshops and courses with Lorna 
Goodison, Richard Weinraub and Luis López Nieves.  She has published individual 
poems in Onda apretada, Claridad, Segundo Simposio Caribe 2000.  Her first book of 
poetry,  Namasté, will be published in 2001 by the University of Puerto Rico Press.  
  
 Brenda Simmons was born in St. Lucia, West Indies, attended college in 
London, and now resides in California.  She began writing poetry in 1990, has been 
published in the Bay Area Poets Coalition magazine, and in POUi I.  She also writes in 
Spanish.  
  
 Obediah Smith is a writer who has attended CWSI Writers Workshops at 
University of Miami and UWI Writers Workshop in Barbados.  He has self-published 6 
books of poetry, a short novel and a cassette tape of his poems. 










