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It used to be accepted wisdom that overt, explicit expressions of racism would doom a 
national political campaign in the US or the UK. Recent years have seen this wisdom 
overturned with the rise of the openly racist, xenophobic far right. This paper uses pragmatics 
to explore the mechanisms and developments that have enabled this change in acceptable 
discourse, drawing on work in political psychology, sociolinguistics, and philosophy of 
language.


