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Abstract: Since Fall 2013, students enrolled in Corporate Communication courses at Clayton
State University have learned about public relations and advertising through community-
engaged learning. Working in a mock student agency, formulated, named and administrated by
the students, this experience brings real-world clients into the classroom. Each semester, clients
include non-profit organizations or community start-ups, whose communication goals require
astute strategic thinking and some technological competence. Through autoethnographic
investigation, this paper describes how one professor’s professional background in Caribbean
advertising and public relations is brought to the benefit of North American students faced with
these challenges. The analysis asserts that students benefit specifically and tangibly from the
cultural flows from Trinidad and Tobago expressed through facets of personal, professional and
academic experiences. While perspectives imported from the Caribbean persuasion industries
help guide students in their development of grassroots campaigns, the more profound
pedagogical value of this cultural interrelationship includes the adaptation of sophisticated
communication strategies, appreciation of diversity within the experience, and the
manifestation of an interdisciplinary and transformative experience for both students and
community partners.

Keywords: Caribbean, pedagogy, creativity.

* Corresponding Author (susanmcfarlane-alvarez@clayton.edu)

ISSN 1727-5512
Copyright © School of Education, The University of the West Indies Cave Hill (2020)


mailto:susanmcfarlane-alvarez@clayton.edu

S. McFarlane-Alvarez

REFERENCES

Boyce Davies, C. (2013). Caribbean spaces: Escapes from twilight zone. University of
[llinois Press.

Caribbean Dictionary at Wiwords.com. (n.d.). http://wiwords.com/word/freshwater-
yankee.

“Clayton State University Strategic Plan” Strategic Plan 2022, Clayton State University,
2019, www.clayton.edu/portals/1 /strategic-plan/CSU-Strategic-Plan.pdf.

Davies-Venn, M. (2017, March 17). Nobel laureate Derek Walcott passed away at the age
of 87. University of Alberta, Faculty of Arts. www.ualberta.ca/english-film-
studies/efsnews/2017 /march/derek-walcott.

Du Bois, W. E. B. (1903). The souls of black folk: Dover Publications.

Franz, N., Childers, ]., & Sanderlin, N. (2012). Assessing the culture of engagement on a
university campus. Journal of Community Engagement & Scholarship, 5 (2): 29-40.
Education Full Text (H.W. Wilson). Web. 5 Oct. 2016.

Freire, P. (1972). Pedagogy of the oppressed. Herder and Herder.

Holt, N. L. (2003). Representation, legitimation, and autoethnography: An
autoethnographic writing story. International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 2
(1), Article 2. http://www.ualberta.ca/~iigm/backissues/2_1/html/holt.html,
July 15, 2008.

Hooks, B. (2003) Teaching community: A pedagogy of hope. Routledge.

Lavia, J. (2006) The practice of postcoloniality: a pedagogy of hope. Pedagogy, Culture &
Society, 14 (3), 279-293.

PACE - Partnering Academics and Community Engagement, Clayton State University.
(2019) www.clayton.edu/academics/initiatives/pace.

Reed-Danahay, D. E. (1997). Auto/ethnography:Rewriting the self and the social. Berg.
Struthers, A. (2013). Personal Interview. August 18, 2013.

Wall, S. (2008). Easier said than done: Writing an autoethnography. International
Journal of Qualitative Methods, 7(1), 39-53.


http://wiwords.com/word/freshwater-yankee
http://wiwords.com/word/freshwater-yankee
http://www.clayton.edu/portals/1/strategic-plan/CSU-Strategic-Plan.pdf
http://www.ualberta.ca/english-film-studies/efsnews/2017/march/derek-walcott
http://www.ualberta.ca/english-film-studies/efsnews/2017/march/derek-walcott
http://www.clayton.edu/academics/initiatives/pace

CARIBBEAN CREATIVITY IN THE NORTH AMERICAN CLASSROOM

Wardle, H. (2002). Ambiguation, disjuncture, commitment: A social analysis of
Caribbean cultural creativity. The Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, 3,
493.



