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Abstract: This study explored the civic engagement of English-speaking black Caribbean adults 
within the United Kingdom. We situated our work within the literature on segmented 
assimilation to guide analyses and make interpretations. We used the Citizenship Survey of 
2010-2011 (N = 16,966) to conduct our analyses as this database contained a sizeable sample 
of Caribbean adults (n = 1100). We used descriptive and regression analyses to explore the civic 
participation of Caribbeans and determined the extent to which sex, age, and generation status 
mattered. Findings demonstrate that Caribbeans are more likely to enact civic participation 
rather than activism and consultation. Their main motivational factors for being engaged were 
to serve the community and make local changes. Finally, female and 1.5 generation Caribbeans 
were more civically engaged. We discuss our findings in terms of assimilation patterns, ethnic 
minority integration, and educative strategies communities may take to increase civic 
engagement among Caribbean adults.  

 

Keywords: Civic engagement, black Caribbeans, United Kingdom, generation status, segmented 
assimilation  

 

 

 

  

mailto:bowe@oakland.edu


A. Bowe & N. Webster 

2 
 

REFERENCES 

Alba, R., & Nee, V. (1997). Rethinking assimilation theory for a new era of immigration. 

International Migration Review, 31(4), 826-874.  

Ali, S., & Gidley, B. (2014). Advancing outcomes for all minorities. Migration Policy 

Institute Europe. http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/advancing-

outcomes-all-minorities-experiences-mainstreaming-united-kingdom  Accessed 

11.7.2016 

Anwar, M. (2001). The participation of ethnic minorities in British politics. Journal of 

Ethnic and Migration Studies, 27 (3), 533-549. 

Bowe, A. (2017). The immigrant paradox on internalizing symptoms among immigrant 

adolescents in the UK. Brief Report. Journal of Adolescence, 55, 72-76.   

Bowe, A.G. (2019). The immigrant paradox among UK’s adolescents: data from the 

LSYPE 2004-2010 cohort. Journal of International Migration and Integration. 

Available at https://doi.org/10.1007/s12134-019-00711-x 

Bee, C., & Pachi, D. (2017). Active citizenship in the United Kingdom: Assessing 

institutional political strategies and mechanisms of civic engagement. In C. Bee & 

R. Guerrina (Eds.), Framing civic engagement, political participation and active 

citizenship in Europe (pp. 100-117). Routledge. 

Berry, J. W., Phinney, J. S., Sam, D. L., & Vedder, P. (2006). Immigrant youth: 

Acculturation, identity, and adaptation. Applied Psychology, 55(3), 303-332. 

Bethel, N. (2000). Navigations: The fluidity of identity in the post-colonial Bahamas. 

Unpublished doctoral dissertation. University of Cambridge. 

Bhui, K., Stansfeld, S. Hull, S. Priebe, S. Mole, F. & Feder, G. (2003). Ethnic variations in 

pathways to and use of specialist mental health services in the United Kingdom, 

Systematic Review. The British Journal of Psychiatry 182(2),105-116. 

doi:10.1192/bjp.182.2.105.  

Bowen, G. A. (2013). A civic engagement agenda for Caribbean higher education. Journal 

of Community Engagement & Higher Education, 5 (1), 74-81. 

Bowling, B., & Phillips, C. (2006). Young black people and the criminal justice system. 

House of Commons Home Affairs Committee Inquiry.  

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/advancing-outcomes-all-minorities-experiences-mainstreaming-united-kingdom
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/advancing-outcomes-all-minorities-experiences-mainstreaming-united-kingdom
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12134-019-00711-x


BLACK CARIBBEAN CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IN UNITED KINGDOM                                                          

 

3 
 

Bourne, P. A., Best, A., Francis, C. G., & Beckford, O. W. (2010). The 21st century voters in 

Jamaica. Current Research Journal of Social Sciences, 2 (2), 114-122. 

Brooks, T.  (2013). The ‘Life in the United Kingdom’ citizenship test: Is it unfit for 

purpose? Durham University.  

http://thombrooks.info/Brooks_citizenship_test_report.pdf . See Home Office, 

Life in the United Kingdom, (3rd ed. TSO), p. 113. 

Campbell, C., & McLean, C. (2002). Ethnic identities, social capital and health 

inequalities: Factors shaping African-Caribbean participation in local community 

networks in the United Kingdom. Social Science & Medicine, 55 (4), 643-657. 

Cheong, P. H., Edwards, R., Goulbourne, H., & Solomos, J. (2007). Immigration, social 

cohesion and social capital: A critical review. Critical Social Policy, 27 (1), 24-49. 

Clark, K., & Lindley, J. (2009). Immigrant assimilation pre and post labour market entry: 

Evidence from the United Kingdom Labour Force Survey. Journal of Population 

Economics, 22 (1), 175-198. 

Coleman, D., & Rowthorn, R. (2004). The economic effects of immigration into the 

United Kingdom. Population and Development Review, 30 (4), 579-624. 

Congress, T. U. (2012). Trades Union Congress - Young black men have experienced 

sharpest unemployment rise since 2010. Women 15(15), 17. 

Crawley, H (2009). The situation of children in immigrant families in the United 

Kingdom. Special series on children in immigrant families in affluent societies. 

IWP-2009-18.  www.unicef-irc.org.  Accessed 11.7.2016  

Demireva, N., & Heath, A. (2014). Diversity and the civic spirit in British 

neighbourhoods: an investigation with MCDS and EMBES 2010 Data. Sociology, 

48 (4), 643-662.  

Department for Communities and Local Government. (2010). 2008-09 Citizenship 

survey. Volunteering and charitable giving Topic report. Author.  

Department for Communities and Local Government (2011a). Citizenship survey 2010-

2011 Technical report. Author.  

Department for Communities and Local Government (2011b). Cohesion research: 

Statistical release 15. Citizenship survey April-December 2010. Author. 

http://www.unicef-irc.org/


A. Bowe & N. Webster 

4 
 

Department for Communities and Local Government (2011c). Community action in 

England: A report on the 2009-10 Citizenship Survey. Author. 

Dubuc, S. (2012). Immigration to the United Kingdom from high fertility countries: 

Intergenerational adaptation and fertility convergence. Population and 

Development Review, 38 (2), 353-368. 

Dustmann, C., & Theodoropoulos, N. (2010). Ethnic minority immigrants and their 

children in Britain. Oxford Economic Papers, 62 (2), 209-233. 

Ekman, J., & Amnå, E. (2012). Political participation and civic engagement: Towards a 

new typology. Human Affairs, 22 (3), 283-300. 

Fomina, J. (2010). Immigration policy debates and their significance for 

multiculturalism in Britain. Polish Sociological Review, 169 (169), 57-86 

García Coll, C. G. E., & Marks, A. K. E. (2012). The immigrant paradox in children and 

adolescents: Is becoming American a developmental risk? American Psychological 

Association.  

Geddes, A. (2005). Getting the best of both worlds? Britain, the EU and migration policy. 

International Affairs, 81(4), 723-740. 

Haste, H., & Hogan, A. (2006). Beyond conventional civic participation, beyond the 

moral‐political divide: Young people and contemporary debates about 

citizenship. Journal of Moral Education, 35(4), 473-493. 

Hatton, T. J., & Wheatley Price, S (1999).Migration, migrants and policy in the United 

Kingdom. IZA Discussion Paper Series, 81.  

http://econpapers.repec.org/paper/izaizadps/dp81.htm.  Accessed 5.16.2019   

HM Government. (2018, March). Integrated communities strategy green paper. 

https://www.gov.United https://www.gov.United 

Kingdom/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/689944/

Integrated_Communities_ Strategy_Green_Paper.pdf [accessed 15 March 2018] 

Hewitt, C. K. (1998). The political significance of the working class youth subculture in 

Barbados. Selected Issues and Problems in Social Policy, 2, (1). 

Kesler, C., & Schwartzman, L. F. (2015). From multiracial subjects to multicultural 

citizens: Social stratification and ethnic and racial classification among children 

http://econpapers.repec.org/paper/izaizadps/dp81.htm


BLACK CARIBBEAN CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IN UNITED KINGDOM                                                          

 

5 
 

of immigrants in the United Kingdom. International Migration Review, 49 (3), 

790-836. 

Laurence, J. (2009). The effect of ethnic diversity and community disadvantage on social 

cohesion: A multi-level analysis of social capital and interethnic relations in 

United Kingdom communities. European Sociological Review, 27 (1), 70-89. 

Lessard-Phillips, L. (2017). Exploring the dimensionality of ethnic minority adaptation 

in Britain: An analysis across ethnic and generational lines. Sociology, 51(3), 626-

645. 

 Lessard-Phillips, L., & Li, Y. (2017). Social stratification of education by ethnic minority 

groups over generations in the United Kingdom. Social Inclusion, 5(1), 45-54. 

Li, Y., Pickles, A., & Savage, M. (2005). Social capital and social trust in Britain. European 

Sociological Review, 21(2), 109-123. 

Li, Y., Savage, M., & Warde, A. (2008). Social mobility and social capital in contemporary 

Britain. The British Journal of Sociology, 59 (3), 391-411. 

Lloyd, K., & Foster, J. (2009). Citizen focus and community engagement. The Police 

Foundation, 1, 1-19. 

Maxwell, R. (2012). Ethnic minority migrants in Britain and France: Integration trade-

offs. Cambridge University Press. 

McAndrew, S., & Voas, D. (2014). Immigrant generation, religiosity and civic 

engagement in Britain. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 37 (1), 99-119. 

Morales, L., & Giugni, M. (Eds.). (2016). Social capital, political participation and 

migration in Europe: Making multicultural democracy work? Palgrave McMillan 

Springer. 

Morales, L., & Pilati, K. (2011). The role of social capital in migrants’ engagement in local 

politics in European cities. In L. Morales & M. Giugni Social capital, political 

participation and migration in Europe. Making multicultural democracy work? 

(pp. 87-114). Palgrave Macmillan. 

Munck, R. (2010). Civic engagement and global citizenship in a university context: Core 

business or desirable add-on? Arts and Humanities in Higher Education, 9 (1), 31-

41. 



A. Bowe & N. Webster 

6 
 

Nurse, L. (2004). Different faces of participation in trade union activity in Barbados – A 

research note. Social and Economic Studies, 111-125.  

O ́Toole, T., & Gale, R. (2013). Political engagement amongst ethnic minority young 

people: Making a difference. Springer. 

Portes, A.  (2014). The adaptation of migrant children. Keynote at Cambio de Colores 

Conference at MU. Last retrieved May 19, 2019 from 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WvxqgCe0yTw  

Portes, A.  & Zhou, M. (1993). The new second generation: Segmented assimilation and 

its variants. ANNALS AAPSS, 530, 74-96. 

Portes, A., & Rumbaut, R. G. (2005). Introduction: The second generation and the 

children of immigrants longitudinal study. Ethnic and Racial Studies, 28 (6), 983-

999. 

Putnam, R. D. (2000). Bowling alone: America’s declining social capital. In R. D. Putnam 

(ed.) Culture and Politics (pp. 223-234). Palgrave Macmillan,  

Putnam, R.D. (1993). The prosperous community: Social capital and public life. The 

American Prospect 4 (13), 35–42. 

Quirke, E., Potter, R. B., & Conway, D. (2009). Transnationalism and the second-

generation Caribbean community in Britain. University of Reading. 

Reynolds, T. (2006). Family and community networks in the (re) making of ethnic 

identity of Caribbean young people in Britain. Community, Work and Family, 9(3), 

273-290. 

Richards, L., & Marshall, B. (2003). Political engagement among black and minority 

ethnic communities: What we know, what we need to know. Paper, Electoral 

Commission Research Seminar. London.  

Rumbaut, R. G. (2004). Ages, life stages, and generational cohorts: decomposing the 

immigrant first and second generations in the United States 1. International 

Migration Review, 38 (3), 1160-1205. 

Sanders, D., Heath, A., Fisher, S., & Sobolewska, M. (2014). The calculus of ethnic 

minority voting in Britain. Political Studies, 62 (2), 230-251. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WvxqgCe0yTw


BLACK CARIBBEAN CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IN UNITED KINGDOM                                                          

 

7 
 

Schaeffer, M. (2016). Ethnic diversity and social cohesion: Immigration, ethnic 

fractionalization and potentials for civic action. Routledge. 

Uslaner, E. M., & Conley, R. S. (2003). Civic engagement and particularized trust: The ties 

that bind people to their ethnic communities. American Politics Research, 31(4), 

331-360. 

Van Hear, N., Pieke, F., & Vertovec, S. (2004). The contribution of United Kingdom-based 

diasporas to development and poverty reduction. COMPAS (Centre on Migration, 

Policy and Society), University of Oxford. 

Waller, L. G. (2013). Enhancing political participation in Jamaica: The use of Facebook to 

“cure” the problem of political talk among the Jamaican youth. SAGE Open, 3 (2), 

2158244013486656. 

Waters, M. C., Heath, A., Tran, V. C., & Boliver, V. (2013). Second-generation attainment 

and inequality: Primary and secondary effects on educational outcomes in 

Britain and the United States. The children of immigrants at school: A comparative 

look at integration in the United States and Western Europe, 120. 

Willis, R. (2012). Individualism, collectivism and ethnic identity: cultural assumptions in 

accounting for caregiving behaviour in Britain. Journal of Cross-Cultural 

Gerontology, 27 (3), 201-216. 

WJP.  (2015).  Women’s civic participation defies expectations of unequal politics, but 

still requires attention.  https://worldjusticeproject.org/news/women’s-civic-

participation-defies-expectations-unequal-politics-still-requires-attention 

Young, J. (2003). To these wet and windy shores: Recent immigration policy in the 

United Kingdom. Punishment & Society, 5(4), 449-462. 

 

 

https://worldjusticeproject.org/news/women's-civic-participation-defies-expectations-unequal-politics-still-requires-attention
https://worldjusticeproject.org/news/women's-civic-participation-defies-expectations-unequal-politics-still-requires-attention

