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Suspicions and distrust among the various ethnic groups in Nigeria have led to bickering
among the various group leaders resulting in their failure to achieve cohesion. The
British colonial administration actually laid the foundation for the emerging political
crises that followed, since its policy had been designed to favour the North, whose
leaders had been programmed to take over from the colonial officials. The crises had led
to the first military coup, a situation that re-enforced this mutual suspicion which
invariably gave birth to a serious crack within the ranks of the political class. It is
imperative to build mutual trust among the different ethnic groups in the country which
entails engaging in serious educational reform with a focus on education whose purpose
is pluralistic, inclusive and transformative. Adopting the option of social transformation,
therefore, is a step towards building trust and social participation among the various
ethnic groups in Nigeria.

Keywords: social transformation, social justice, British colonial administration, social
capital resources, inclusive education

References

Adjargo, G (2012). Social capital: an indispensable resource in Ghana. Journal of Sustainable
Development in  Africa. Retrieved from www.jsd-africa.com/Jsda/Vol14No3-
summer2012A/PDF/

Ajibola, Akinjide, R. (2000). The amalgamation of Nigeria was a fraud. Nigerian Tribune.
Ibadan: African Newspapers of Nigeria PLC, December, 30, 2013.

Akinlua, A. A (2011). Driving curriculum content and practice in higher education in Nigeria
towards relevance. Reforming Higher Education in Nigeria. Retrieved from www.herp-
net.org/REFORMING_HIGHER...IN.../chapter%208

Ajayi, S. A (2008). The development of free primary education scheme in Western Nigeria,
1952-1966: An analysis. Retrieved from
www.ajol.onfo/index.php/og/article/download/52320/40944.

Boukary, H (2014). Africa and the education post-2015 agenda: what roles for competencies and
skills development? Retrieved from http://www.adeanet.org/portalv2/en/blogs/africa-and-
the-education-post-2015-agenda-what-roles-for-competencies-and-skills-development

Brennan, J, King, R, & Lebeau, Y (2004). The role of universities in the transformation of
societies: An international research project. Association of Commonwealth Universities.
Retrieved from https://www.open.ac.uk/cherl/documents/transf-final-report.pdf

Christoforou, A (2012). Is social capital a source for social reproduction or social transformation:
Reflections on Pierre Bourdieu’s approach. A paper presented at The Joint Conference of
AHE, IIPPE and FAPE. University of Paris, Paris, France. Retrieved from
www.assoeconomiepolitique.org/political-economy-outlook-for-capitalism/?

Commonwealth Consortium for Education and City of Manukau Education Trust (2008).
Education for transformation. Retrieved from
www.commonwealtheducation.org/assets/commonwealth



http://www.adeanet.org/portalv2/en/blogs/africa-and-
http://www.adeanet.org/portalv2/en/blogs/africa-and-

Dahal, D.R. (2007). The paradox of a weak state distributional struggle and social transformation
in Nepal. Retrieved from www.fesnepal.org/.../state%20Social%20Transformation%20in

Eresia-Eke, A and Eberiye, S. S, (2010). Transfiguration of Nigerian federalism. International
Journal of Scientific Research in Education, 3(2), 107-112. Retrieved from
http:/ijsre.com/Vol.,-Eresia-Eke & Eberiye.pdf

Fafunwa, Babs A. (1995). History of Education in Nigeria. Ibadan: N.PS Education Publishers
Ltd.

Goucher,C, LeGuin, C, & Walton, L. (1998). In the balance: Themes in global history. Boston:
McGraw-Hill.

Kifordu, H.A (2011). Political elite composition and democracy in Nigeria. Open Area Studies
Journal, 4, 16-31. Retrieved from Benthamscience.com/open/toars/articles/.

Lewis, P. M. (2006). The dysfunctional state of Nigeria, Retrieved from
www.cgdev.org/doc/shortofthegoal/chapter3.pdf

Mart, C. T (2011). British colonial education policy in Africa. Internal Journal of English and
Literature, 2(9) 190-194. Retrieved from http//www.academicjounals.org/ijel
DOI:10,5897/1JEL11.050

Mekoa, | (2005). Africa in the twenty-first century: an alternative vision for the second struggle
for liberation. Alternation Special Edition, 2 405-421.

Mikiewicz, P, Jonasson, J.T, Gudmundsson, G, Blondal, K.S, & Korczewka, D.M, (2011). Social
capital and education: comparative research between Poland and Iceland. P. Mikiewicz.
Retrieved from
www.dsw.edu.pl/.../social_capital _and_education_comparative research_between_Polan
d_and Iceland.pdf

Mustapha, A.R. (2006). Ethnic structure, inequality and governance of the public sector in
Nigeria. Democracy, Governance and Human Rights Progamme Paper Number 24,
November, 2006. United Nations Research Institute for Social Development. Retrieved
from www.unrisd.org/80256B3C005BCCF9/.../file/Mustapha.pdf

Nyirenda, J. E (1996). The relevance of Paulo Freire’s contribution to education and
development in present day Africa. Africa Media Review, Retrieved from
archive.lib.edu/DMC/African%20journals/pdfs/africa%20media%?20...

Oyebamiji, M. A & Omordu, C (2011). The Nigerian system of education and the need for
pragmatic approach. World Journal of Education, 1(2), 98-103.

Oyeranmi, O.S. (2007). Teaching history and national development in the Third World: The
Nigerian Experience in World History Connected. Illinois: University of lllinois,
Retrieved from worldhistoryconnected.press.illinois.edu/5.1/oyeranmi.htmi

Parajuli, M. N (2014). Goals of education: protecting and promoting divergence and
sustainability. Journal of Education and Research, 4(1), 1-5

Patil, N. P. (2012). Role of education in social change. International Educational E-journal
(Quarterly) 1, Issue I, Jan-Feb-March.

Pikket, P (n.d). The African dilemma: moving from ideological straight-jacket to pragmatism.
Retrieved from www.pikket.com/.../the%20African%20Dilemma...

Rafiu, 0.0, Owolabi, A, & Folasayo, S. N (2009). The Nigerian state, political assasination and
democratic consolidation: A historical exploration. African Journal of Political Science
and International Relations, 3(2) 156-164. Retrieved from
http://www.academicjournals.org/AJPSIR



http://www.dsw.edu.pl/.../social_capital_and_education_comparative_research_between_Poland_and
http://www.dsw.edu.pl/.../social_capital_and_education_comparative_research_between_Poland_and

Richmond, J.E.D. (2007). Bringing critical thinking to the education of developing country
professionals. International Education Journal, 8(1), 1-29. Retrieved from
http://iej.com.au

Siisiainen, M. (2000).Two concepts of social capital: Bourdieu vs Putman. Retrieved from
c.ymcdc.com/.../resource/resmgr/working_papers_dublin/siisiainen.pdf

Sulaiman, F.R. (2012). Internalization of Education: The British Colonial Policies on Education
in Nigeria, 1882-1926. Journal of Sociological Research, 3(2), 84-101.

Temionu, T. (2013). Acceptable census as no-go-area. The Punch. Lagos: PUNCH (Nig.) Ltd.,
December, 31, 2013.

United States Embassy in Nigeria (2012). Nigeria education fact sheet. Abuja: United States
Embassy in Nigeria, Retrieved from http://nigeria.usembassy.gov



