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UN Environment on the Sargassum influx in
the Wider Caribbean
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The Caribbean Environment Programme
(CEP) was formally established by the
Governments of the Wider Caribbean

Lega_lly Binding, Region
Agreement for the

Protection and Development of the | Region in 1981 and is now one of the oldest f ]\
Marine Environment of the Wider and most successful of the UNEP il

administered Regional Seas Programmes.

Caribbean Region
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The as a regional agreement addresses several different coastal &
marine environmental threats affecting the countries of the Wider Caribbean Region.

. Land Based Sources and
Pollution from Oil Spills Specially Protected Activities of Marine
Areas & Wildlife (SPAW)

Pollution (LBS)

y ,&7 Caribe

The three Protocols to the Convention identify additional obligations for the protection and development of the
Caribbean Sea and are supported by
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IRES PROTEGEES LISTEES AU TITRE DU PROTOCOLE
SPAW DANS LA GRANDE REGION CARAIBE
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° Riserve Marine du Récil de Glover

o Sanctuaire de faune et de flore du grand
marais de Santa Marta, Magdalena

o Alre Marine Protégée Régionale Seaflower

Pare Naturel Régional “Zones humides”

Réserve Naturelle lle du Grande
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0 Pare National de Guadeloupe

o Etangs lagunaires de St Martin
° Riétserve Nationale Petite-Terre
° Sanctuaire Agoa

o Réserve Etangs des Saline

Réserve du Versant Nord de la Montagne
Poliae

@ Parc National Marin Bonaire
@ Parc Mational de St Eustatche
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@ Pare National Saba Bank

@ Parc Matienal Marin de Saba
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@Park Marin Man O War Shoal
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° Parc National Cayos de San Felipe



The contribution of SPAW

e Facilitate regional cooperation and guide national action to protect and sustainably
manage ecosystems and species of national and regional concern

e Emphasis on ecosystem-management approach
e Provide guidance to implement provisions of related and broader agreements

e Emphasis on capacity building, awareness, community participation, scientific
information

e Developed by and for governments of the region, thus its relevance to regional issues

e Parties benefit from SPAW Subprogramme, with technical and financial a55|stance

provided to Parties to meet the SPAW objectives )
UN G

e Parties participate in the Scientific and environment

Technical Advisory Committee (STAC)




The contribution of SPAW

The SPAW-RAC facilitated networking on different topics among countries and followed
development and implementation of research projects:

- In November 2016, the SPAW-RAC hosted a technical session on the Sargassum influx at
the Gulf Caribbean Fisheries Institute (GCFI) annual meeting

- Transatlantic cooperation with 10 (ACS, GCFI, UWI, Abidjan Convention, Sargasso Sea
Commission) and UNEP global Programmes =» Cohesive Sargassum global response :
project development, recommendations on best management practices, information for
general public, etc.

- The SPAW-RAC launched an interactive platform of exchanges. This “Sargassum on-line
forum” provides easy access information

and experiences on management practices U N f-’:
and research about the Sargassum influx. ‘*4-‘- '&‘
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Projects

¥ Sargassum : Management & impacts spaw-rAC

OVERVIEW MILESTOMNES MESSAGES FILES NOTEBOOKS LINKS PEOFLE SETTINGS
Messages
78 resuits

n Emma D. Update on Sargassum Sesslon at GCFI71 San Andres
B Categories

_’ h:'_:- Juerg L. RE: New project CLS-NBE funded by the European Spatlal Agency
All Messages -_—

Announcements [ 2 ] . Jean-Philippe M. RE: White plume?
Communication [ 0 |
Imponant Updates (0 | @ Marius D. Upcoming workshop on sargassum In Cancun
Introx [ | o
*8) Quentin J. Major Call for projects on sargassum!
No Category [ 72 | =4

O Emma D. RE: Requesting Info about Colombla Sargassum sesslon GCFI

Juerg L. RE: Sargassum In 5t Martin FWI

‘:‘ Michelle M. RE: Sargassum valorisation by direct spreading In fleld

. Tem L. RE: Aheora dispenible en Espafiol - Gula Oportuna para Hoteles y Complejos Turfstlcos sobre la Afluencla del Sargazeo
@- Marius D. Outll de survelllance cltoyenne des Sargasses et de leurs Impacts dans les Caraibes.

n Emma D. Ahora disponible en Espafiol - Guia Oporiuna para Hoteles y Complejos Turisticos sobre la Afluencla del Sargazo

Forum address: Suscribe :

« messages connected to Sargassum influx, Sargassum detection

and prediction systems, management technics and best practices, l J N .
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impacts on biodiversity...
« Shared files: Detection, posters, reports, etc

« Participants from nearly 200 different organizations: 1GO, NGOS,EHVII‘DHITIEI’It
Universities, Governmental Organisations, Engineering offices, etc.
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https://spawrac.teamwork.com/
mailto:sargassum.forum@gmail.com

The Sargassum Regional Survey

Survey conducted by Diego Garcia-Vega from UNEP/CEP Jamaica though the SPAW-RAC
sargassum forum

Responses from 28 territories of the Wider Caribbean Region, as well as satellite records
and online websites.
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ional situation

Cayman Islands
Bahamas

Jamaica
Turks and Caicos Islands
Haiti
Dominican Republic
Puerto Rico
British Virgin Islands
Anguilla, St. Maarten
Antigua and Barbuda
Guadeloupe

Belize St. Kitts and Nevis,

g St. Eustatius, Saba
Mexico Guateml‘ill(l)illldul'as U.S. Virgin Islands
Montserrat
: Dominica
Severity of Y Martinique
Sargassum St. Lucia
outbreaks Barbados

RY hich St. Vincent and the Grenadines
u H:i; ' Grenada

B Medium
Low

Trinidad and Tobago

Curacao, Bonaire
Venezuela Aruba

Data: survey responses of National Focal Points from 28 territories of the Wider Caribbean Region, as well as
satellite records and online websites.

g Online
research

Nicaragua )
Costa Rica Colombia




The Sargassum Regional Survey
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Utilization of Sargassum S
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Data: survey responses from 22 territories that reported having a significant Sargassum issue.
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Sargassum Tracking Procedures

Field surveys

Mapping shoreline

Sea currents monitoring -
forecasting (satellite)

Shoreline monitoring (satellite)

Realtime landing data (cameras)

Airborne surveys

H2S* and NH3** sensor

*: Hydrogen sulphide

#“"" Yy
kK. : y
: Anhydrous ammonia U N &"ﬁ
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Data: survey responses from 19 territories that reported having significant Sargassum issue and provided
details about their tracking procedures.
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UN Environment CAR/CEP
14-20 Port Royal Street
Kingston, JAMAICA

Regional activity center for areas and specdies specially protected

SB4 ll /M C : Welcome on the SPAW-RAC’s website
The SPAW-RAC
The SPAW Proto.

News

-

Save the date: SPAW COPSE, SPAW STACE

D i ! A i Guade lO u e UMEP-CAR/RCU, Secretariat of the Convention for the Protection and Development
b of the Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region, invites you to mark your
i inl calendars for its (...)
. .
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>> Read more
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. .
Sa n drl n e l va rd develo em en t_ 3 Accommadated by the Pare national de la Guadeloupe [Guadeloupe Naticnal Par] and funded by the French
. =  the S = of tna Regionsl Coordination Unit for the United Nstions
" jon in

SPAW protocol cor

NEWSLETTER REGISTRATION n Caribbesan region, from the Gulf of Mexics to the Carisbean Sea.

durable.gouv.fr o I

Forum address: - Suscribe : sargassum.forum@gmail.com

Authors: Sandrine Pivard, Diego Garcia-Vega, lleana Lopez


https://spawrac.teamwork.com/
http://www.car-spaw-rac.org/
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