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The Caribbean Environment Programme 
(CEP) was formally established by the 
Governments of the Wider Caribbean 

Region in 1981 and is now one of the oldest 
and most successful of the UNEP 

administered Regional Seas Programmes.

Only Legally Binding, Regional 
Agreement for the 

Protection and Development of the 
Marine Environment of the Wider 

Caribbean Region

Cartagena Convention



Article 6

Pollution from
dumping

Article 7

Pollution from
land-based

sources

Article 5

Pollutions from
ship

Article 9

Air pollution

Article 8

Pollution from
sea bed

activities

The Contracting Parties shall take all appropriate measures to prevent, reduce and control:
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Adopted in 1983, Entered into force 1986
28 Parties

Pollution from Oil Spills Specially Protected 
Areas & Wildlife (SPAW)

Land Based Sources and 
Activities of  Marine 

Pollution (LBS)

Adopted in 1983
Entered into force in 1986

25 Parties

Adopted in 1990
Entered into force in 2000

16 Parties

Adopted in 1999
Entered into force in 2010

13 Parties

The three Protocols to the Convention identify additional obligations for the protection and development of the 
Caribbean Sea and are supported by REGIONAL ACTIVITY CENTRES (RAC) 

The Cartagena Convention as a regional agreement addresses several different coastal & 
marine environmental threats affecting the countries of the Wider Caribbean Region.



SPAW WORKPLAN

Preservation of 
threatened and 
endangered species

REGIONAL 
COOPERATION

Preservation and 
sustainable use of 

coastal and marine 
ecosystems

CaMPAM network and forum. 
ECMMAN project. Ecosystem 
Based Management- pilot in 
Dominican Republic

• Marine mammals, turtles, migratory birds
Coral reefs (GCRMN, ICRI), mangroves, seagrass

Ecosystem based management, marine spatial planning, 
invasive species control, sargassum,

sustainable development projects

Establishment and 
strenghthening of MPAs

Development of guidelines for 
the management of MPAS and 

species 

adopted every 2 years by the SPAW Conference of Parties under the 
recommendations of a Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee





The contribution of SPAW
• Facilitate regional cooperation and guide national action to protect and sustainably
manage ecosystems and species of national and regional concern

• Emphasis on ecosystem-management approach

• Provide guidance to implement provisions of related and broader agreements

• Emphasis on capacity building, awareness, community participation, scientific
information

• Developed by and for governments of the region, thus its relevance to regional issues

• Parties benefit from SPAW Subprogramme, with technical and financial assistance
provided to Parties to meet the SPAW objectives

• Parties participate in the Scientific and
Technical Advisory Committee (STAC)



The contribution of SPAW
The SPAW-RAC facilitated networking on different topics among countries and followed 
development and implementation of research projects:

- In November 2016, the SPAW-RAC hosted a technical session on the Sargassum influx at 
the Gulf Caribbean Fisheries Institute (GCFI) annual meeting

- Transatlantic cooperation with IO (ACS, GCFI, UWI, Abidjan Convention, Sargasso Sea 
Commission) and UNEP global Programmes Cohesive Sargassum global response : 
project development, recommendations on best management practices, information for 
general public, etc.

- The SPAW-RAC launched an interactive platform of exchanges. This “Sargassum on-line 
forum” provides easy access information 
and experiences on management practices
and research about the Sargassum influx. 



• messages connected to Sargassum influx, Sargassum detection 
and prediction systems, management technics and best practices, 
impacts on biodiversity…
• Shared files: Detection, posters, reports, etc
• Participants from nearly 200 different organizations: IGO, NGOs, 
Universities, Governmental Organisations, Engineering offices, etc.

Forum address: https://spawrac.teamwork.com - Suscribe : sargassum.forum@gmail.com

https://spawrac.teamwork.com/
mailto:sargassum.forum@gmail.com


The Sargassum Regional Survey
Survey conducted by Diego Garcia-Vega from UNEP/CEP Jamaica though the SPAW-RAC 
sargassum forum

Responses from 28 territories of the Wider Caribbean Region, as well as satellite records 
and online websites.
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Data: survey responses of National Focal Points from 28 territories of the Wider Caribbean Region, as well as 
satellite records and online websites.

The Sargassum Regional situation

CaMPAM network and forum. 
ECMMAN project. Ecosystem 
Based Management- pilot in 
Dominican Republic

CaMPAM network and forum. 
ECMMAN project. Ecosystem 
Based Management- pilot in 
Dominican Republic



The Sargassum Regional Survey
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Utilization of Sargassum 
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Data: survey responses from 22 territories that reported having a significant Sargassum issue.



Sargassum Tracking Procedures
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H2S* and NH3** sensor

Airborne surveys

Realtime landing data (cameras)

Shoreline monitoring (satellite)

Sea currents monitoring -
forecasting (satellite)

Mapping shoreline

Field surveys

*:   Hydrogen sulphide

**: Anhydrous ammonia

Data: survey responses from 19 territories that reported having  significant Sargassum issue and provided 
details about their tracking procedures.
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Forum address: https://spawrac.teamwork.com - Suscribe : sargassum.forum@gmail.com

Thank you, Gracias, Merci
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