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Sargassum: Golden tide or Gold mine?

Since 2011, islands in the Eastern Caribbean have
been experiencing Sargassum influx events

arbados Martinique Antigua



To analyse the challenges
facing Caribbean fishers caused
by Sargassum influx events and
provide recommendations for

coping and adapting to future
events.

Aim and Objectives

* To interview key stakeholders
in the fisheries sector to learn
about their challenges and
responses to Sargassum;

* To design a best practice
handbook for Eastern
Caribbean fishers
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Participating Countries

Anguilla Abbreviations:
Trinidad ~ 1F 1FO Barbuda F-fisher
1F 1FF FF- fisherfolk organisation
St. Antigua rep.,
Vincent \ 1EO FO- fisheries officer,
1FF,1FO \ / NGO- Non-governmental
organisation
Barbados CEa'Sth:m _ st.Kitts
27F 1FF, — -arboean 1FO
2 FO, 3
NGO /
Nevis
St. Lucia 1 EE
2 F/FF, 1
FO -
ominica Montserrat

1FO 1F



Data Management

e L g e
a A uk

m Last Run

] ok Reflection Analysis ]

a

Classifications

i Collections
9 Queries

Reports Group Toplc presentedl

Week 11




Challenges at Landing Sites

St. Lucia

* Boats trapped in Sargassum
at mooring

* Fouling of propellers and
rudders

* Impeded navigation in bay

* Hindered access to boats

Barbados



Challenges Out to Sea for Coastal Fishing

Pot Fishers

* Hauling pots with
Sargassum on
rope

Spear Fishers v

e Poor visibility

* Sargassum
berries getting
into divers’ ears

* Sargassum in pots

e Skin irritation Seine Fishers

* Sargassum
weighing down
seine nets




Challenges Out to Sea for Pelagic Fishing

General Challenges: &
* Blocked water intakes e

* Entangled propellers s

e Boats stuck in floating Sargassum mats

e Skin irritation when hauling gear

Longliners
e Difficulty hauling lines
* Buoys weighed down by
Sargassum and disappearing
beneath sea surface
* Breaking of lines

Pelagic Fishers
* Sargassum tangling in
gillnets
* Hauling Sargassum on
handlines/trolling lines W&
* Lower catches of certain f_ri’[; '*:,,___:____«
species




Smart Fishing Practices

Common practices:
* Motoring through lighter patches of
Sargassum and avoiding larger mats;

e Putting the vessel in reverse when Sargassum
gets wrapped around the propeller;

e Switching off the engine to allow boat to drift
out of the Sargassum;

* Warning other fishers about areas to avoid;

* Radioing for assistance when stuck



Smart Fishing Practices for Coastal Fishers

* Prevent skin irritation by wearing diving gear with minimal skin exposure.

e Exploit new species such as yellow jacks
e Take advantage of bountiful barracuda
and small tunas



Smart Fishing Practices for Pelagic Fishers

* Fishing along the of N
Sargassum mats (Northern and Southern ends), S e
. . o s A
vields greater catches of large pelagics. ‘ﬂ'ﬁ:- O e
s, Be
e Fishing around yields good catches of w -

almaco jack and dolphinfish

* Fishers have been exploiting




Smart Fishing Practices for Pelagic Fishing

Fishers use: WiﬁdCQf‘U\
Weather apps such as Windguru, that monitor ocean —
temperature, wind speed and swell heights.

() =0 B %

You are now viewing Windgur FREE version, upgrade o
PRO and enjoy the full power of this websits!

* Light winds and small swells usually cause lines of
Sargassum to form larger mats;

Do more a Scotia Plan Loan. g
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e Greater catches of dolphinfish and ocean triggerfish
around areas of Sargassum occur with warmer summer
water temperatures




Smart Fishing Practices for Pelagic Fishers

Innovative fishers used wire 7 b
lines/cable and lead sinkers to carry [/Q~1>‘
the line below the surface floating )\{ "(’f;.‘\ e
Sargassum.

Reel of wire cable Wire cable with lead sinkers

To improve fishing efficiency around Sargassum fishers used:

‘Surface poppers’ to mimic feeding

frenzies
‘Bonito straps’ with multiple hooks

Vertical lines / jigs to fish below
the Sargassum




Smart Fishing

Technological Innovations

Handmade Strainer Materials
* Buoy
 Hacksaw or

For boats without adequate filters over the water intake, hereisa  angle grinder

great idea. -+ 11ft-112
threading

rod

2 Lock nuts
2 \Washers
Marker pen




Smart Fishing
Technological Innovations
Groco HpHs Series Hull Strainer

Installation _

REMOVE BOLTS TO REPLACE SCREEN =

N .
\ ‘. o
/PO T AL Access Benefits of the strainer:
L BN v'"More streamlined than the buoy, no overhang,

rests flat over the intake,

v'Captures all Sargassum berries

v'There is no need to remove the entire strainer
to clear



Suggestions

* Propeller guards
 Modification of boat hulls

* Diversification of income sources through
nearshore harvesting and use of Sargassum

* Taking advantage of alternative species




Production of Fisher Friendly Best Practice

Handbook
CoIIat|9n of best Booklet design by Testing at GCFl &
practices into : : Sargassum
: Graphic Designer .
PowerPoint Symposium




Meet
Gazmo
The leading
character
in the
fisher-
friendly
handbook

Artwork by Tristan Roach



Next Steps

Feedback from fishers &
experts attending the
FAO/CERMES Regional

Sargassum Symposium

Final touches before
printing and
distribution

Edits and revisions






