FIRST CALL FOR PAPERS
The First International Dennis Scott Conference on Caribbean Theatre
June 12 - 14, 2003
Edna Manley Collegefor the Visual and Performing Arts
in collaboration with the University of the West Indies

In an era of fundamentd culturd transformation such as the one in which we now live, cregtive
artigts are faced with a tremendous challenge. It has been several decades since we have gathered
as cultural workers from the Anglophone Caribbean, to discuss issues intringc to the doman of
regiond theatre. Quedtions about the aesthetic and politicd dimensons of representation,
language, dramaturgy, performance techniques and design urgently demand our attention.

Through the initiative of a pan-Caribbean team of theatre artists, lecturers and cultural workers,
the First International Dennis Scott Conference on Caribbean Theatre has been planned for
June 12 - 14, 2003. Dennis Scott (1935-1991) playwright, director and teacher, was a semind
influence on the shape of contemporary Caribbean theatre. In addition to the conference being
named in his memory, Scott will dso be its fird honoree.  The Conference will be convened
biennialy and hosted by educational and culturd inditutions around the region, on a rotating
basis.

2003 Conference Theme: Exploring/Experiencing Caribbean Space(s)

The conference offers a forum for the discusson of works and events that have appropriated and
reinterpreted performative codes within the Caribbean experience. What is the emerging identity
of Caribbean theatre? How is theatre practice changing as we respond to new chdlenges?

Objectives.

1. To assessthe state of Thesatre in the Caribbean

2. Topay homageto, and critically assess the influence of Dennis Scott on Caribbean Thesatre
3. To propose new directions/dimensions for Caribbean theatre

4. To examine the reach and influence of Caribbean thegtre in World Thesetre.

Sub-themes. Presenters are encouraged to explore non-conventiond forms of presentation on
topics within, but not redtricted to the following aress.

- Theworks of Dennis Scott

- Writing for the Caribbean stage

- Adaptation: classicd traditions, the novd etc.

- Ritud and Caribbean performance

- Carnivd, caypso and theatre

- Reggee, Dancehal and theatre

- Popular theatre styles and vaues

- Caribbean theatre design

- Peformance poetry and Ordity in Caribbean Drama

- Caribbean theatre and Postcolonial theory

- Caribbean thestre and the critics

- Economics and the Business of Caribbean theatre




It is anticipated that our criticd engagement with these issues will lead to credtive imaging of
hope and the (re)emergencel re-exploration of indigenous possbilities.

Expected outcomes:

1. Publication of papers (Specid edition of Caribbean Quarterly).

2. Re-egtablishment of a Caribbean Theatre Network to include EMCVPA/UWI (with non
campus territories), JADA and other regiond and internaiond theatre education inditutions
and performing groups.

3. Credtion of aforum for critical engagement with issues of Caribbean thestre (viawebsite).

Proposals. Individud or joint presentations are invited. Individua papers should not exceed
2,500 words (20 mins). Efforts are aso being made to accommodate short performance projects.
Participants are invited to choose one of the following presentation formats or propose their own
at the earliest possible date:

Paper — Individual written presentation (to be placed on appropriate pand at discretion of
organizers). Joint papers must respect the given word and time limits for an individua
paper or be offered as separate presentations.

Panel — Group of not more than four paper presentations, or three papers with a discussant,
organized by the proposer, giving title of pand as well as detals for individud papers
and presenters.

Practitioners Forum — A sesson with no more than four presenters addressing different
aspects of a specified topic. Presenters are expected to be recognized experts in their
fidd or decison-makers in pogtions of authority. Though forma written papers will
not be required, forum proposds must include a clearly thought out indication of the
contribution or perspective of each presenter, dong with the form the presentation will
take.

Deadlines: In order to facilitate pre-conference logistics, hotel, transportation etc., we ask that
the following deadlines be observed:

- Indication of interest October 15, 2002
- Submission of abstracts December 15, 2002
- Submission of papers April 15, 2003

Abstracts should be no more than 200 words submitted by email, fax or mal with full detals of
name, address and inditutiona affiliation. Confirmation of accepted abdtracts will be done by
January 30, 2003. Regidration details and accommodation information will follow shortly.

Please direct abstracts and dl related enquiries to:

Carol Lawes, Conference Co-ordinator

c/o Schoal of Drama, EdnaManley College Emal: Scottconference@hotmail.com
1 Arthur Wint Drive Fax: (876) 968-0028
Kingston 5 Teephone: Faith Robinson

Jamaica W.I. (876) 929-350-2






